. A food bolus passes along the tongue base into the vallecula (arrows) during the termination of the oral phase and the initiation of the pharyngeal pha se of the swallow.
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A 73-year-old man came to our center seeking care for dysphagia and aspiration 2 month s after he had experienced a cerebrovasc ular accident. He was dependent on a percut aneous endo scopic gastros tomy tube. A fiberoptic endosco pic evaluation of swa llowi ng with sensory testing revea led pooling in the posterior glottis and pyriform sinuses with postswallow aspiration and evidence of outlet obstruction at the level of the cricopharyngea l segment. Laryngeal sensory thresholds were norma l « 4 mm Hg). A modified barium swallow examination con-From the Scripps Center for Voice and Swallowing, La Jolla, Calif. ..
